
 

 Literacy Tree 

Year 1 Curriculum Map - 2025-26  
 

 
 

Theme/Term Journeys & exploration – Autumn 1 Family and Friends - Autumn 1 Family and friends - Autumn 2 Friendship & kindness– Autumn 2  

Writing Root/ 

Spelling 
Seed Text 

Naughty Bus 
Jan Oke and Jerry Oke 

 And Tango Makes Three 

Justin Richardson & Peter Parnell 

 Izzy Gizmo 
Pip Jones 

 Lost and 
Found 
Oliver Jeffers 

The 
Snowman 

Raymond 
Briggs 

Whole School writing 

unit 

 

Length 16 sessions, 3+ weeks  10+ sessions, 2+weeks  10+ sessions, 2+ weeks  15 sessions, 3 weeks 1 week  

Outcomes 

Own adventure stories 

Letters, diaries, sequels, non-chronological reports 

 Alternative version narratives 

Signs and lists, writing in role, letters of advice, ‘new baby’ 
cards 

 Simple explanation 

Signage, letters of advice, lists, labelled diagrams 

 

 

 

 Own version ‘losing/finding’ 
narratives 
Character descriptions, retellings, 
advice, instructions, non-chronological 
reports 

Whole School Writing Unit – 

Varied outcomes 

writing in role; generating 
dialogue; writing a poem; writing 
a card and creating a narrative 
sequel 

 

Theme/Term Similarities and Differences - Spring 1 Helpful heroes -Spring 1 Friendship and Kindness- Spring 2 Nature and Environment - Spring 2 

Writing Root 
/ 

Spelling 
Seed Text 

   Dragon Post 
Emma Yarlett 

 

 

 The Sea Saw by Tom Percvial  

Length 10 sessions, 2 weeks  15+ sessions, 3+ weeks    15 sessions, 3 weeks  

Outcomes 

Egg-spotter’s guides (non-fiction reports) 
Thought and speech bubbles, diaries, letters, certificates 

 Guide to look after a dragon 
Letter asking for help, note of advice, instructions, menu, speech 
bubbles, journey map, thought bubbles 
 

 How To Guide 

Character comparisons, fact sheets, shared poem, own 
version narratives 

 Own version narrative 

Writing in role, notes of advice, missing posters, diary 
entries, letters of thanks 

 

Theme/Term Nature and environment – Summer 1 Urban and rural adventures - Summer 1 Structures and Materials - Summer 2 Fictional Worlds - Summer 2 

Writing Root 
/ 

Spelling 
Seed Text 

Stella and the Seagull Georgina 
Stevens 

 OR Stanley’s Stick 
John Hegley & Neal Layton 

 Dadaji’s Paintbrush 
Rashmi Sirdeshpande 
 

 Julian is a Mermaid 
Jessica Love 

 

Length 15 sessions, 3 weeks  11 sessions, 2+ weeks  15 sessions, 3 weeks  10+ sessions, 2+weeks  

Outcomes 

Own version narrative 

Lists, thought bubbles, speech bubbles, posters, 
guides, instructions  

 

 Own version narratives 
'Book of sticks' entry, speech     bubble, thought bubble,  

postcard 

 Own version narrative 
Labels, captions, character comparisons, thought and speech 
bubbles, fact files 

 Three-verse poems 
Instructions, writing in role, advertisements 

 

Cycle B 

 The 
Odd 
Egg 
Emily 
Gravett 


